
 1 

 

 Stuart Wolf, Principal  November 2019 

We are all concerned about safety, both at school and at home.  October was Fire 
Safety Month and firefighters from the Eighth Utilities District came to Robertson to 
emphasize the importance of fire safety to our children.  They also gave the students 
important information about what to do in any kind of emergency.  

We hold regular fire drills and lockdown drills so we know what to do in the event of 
an emergency at school.  We talk about emergency procedures and do the best we 
can to make sure everyone is prepared. 

 

Another area where safety is always emphasized is when students walk to and from 
school.  During the first week of school we sent a letter home to all of our families 
reviewing safety precautions that we felt were important for all students and parents 
to remember.  Sometimes as we get involved in the busy daily routines of school and 
work, these precautions are forgotten.  Here is a reminder: 

 Do not talk to strangers or get into strange vehicles.    

 If you are a bus student, be sure to stand well back from the street while waiting 
at the bus stop. 

 Always follow all of the bus safety rules. 

 When walking to or from school, walk with a buddy. 

 Look both ways before crossing streets.   

 Cross the street where there is a crossing guard.  (Parents, please emphasize to 
your children how dangerous it is to cross Oakland St. without using the crossing 
guard.)   

 Do not take “shortcuts” to school.  Cutting through the woods can be very dan-
gerous if an accident should occur. 

 Walk directly to school and directly home.  Do not take detours or stop at stores. 

Regular reminders both at school and at home will help keep our children safe. 

 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5th  IS ELECTION DAY (There is no school.). 

BE SURE TO VOTE! 
 

Stuart Wolf         Aisha Florez 

Principal                  Assistant Principal 

 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393 

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Mrs. Aisha Florez 

Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054 

aflorez@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Ms. Theresa Brown 

Secretary 

(860) 647—3392 

-------- 
Mrs. Carol Walker 

Nurse 
(860) 647-3394 

-------- 

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-8067 
Social Worker 

-------- 
Cafeteria 

(860) 647-3396 
-------- 

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399 

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

KF Lunch 

Bunch 1:30 

5 

NO 

SCHOOL 

6 7 

KF Lunch 

Bunch 1:30 

8 

KF Lunch 

Bunch 1:30 

9 

10 11 

NO 

SCHOOL 

12 

PTA MEETING 

6:30PM 

13 

Conferences 

Dismiss 

@12:40pm 

14 

Conferences 

Dismiss 

@12:40pm 

Butterbraid Pickup 

1:00-6:00pm 

15 

Conferences 

Dismiss 

@12:40pm 

16 

17 18 

2nd Grade 

Lunch 

Bunch 11:05 

 

 

19 

KF Lunch 

Bunch 1:30 

20 

2nd  Lunch 

Bunch 11:05 

1st Lunch 

Bunch 12:05 

21 

1st Lunch 

Bunch 12:05 

22 

2nd Lunch 

Bunch 11:05 

1st Lunch 

Bunch 12:05 

Turkey Bin-

go 6:00pm 

23 

24 25 26 

1st Lunch 

Bunch 12:05 

27 

Early  

Dismissal 

@12:40pm 

28 

NO 

SCHOOL 

29 

NO 

SCHOOL 

30 
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Kindergarten: 
Language Arts 

Does your child come home talking about the characters, setting, and problem of the story?   Stu-

dents are having fun reading and talking about stories and non-fiction books!  During shared read-

ing lessons and interactive read-alouds, students are exposed to many teaching objectives using 

fiction and non-fiction texts: 

Print Concepts 

Using prior knowledge to make and adjust predictions 

Using repetitive language patterns to predict what might happen next 

Identifying characters (What the character is doing, saying, and feeling) 

Identifying setting (location, season, and time of day) 

Making inferences 

Retelling simple text/ Summarizing 

Cause & Effect 

Visualization 

Fluency 

Readers Workshop:  “We Are Readers”  Readers are continuing to read fiction and non-fiction 

books.  Students are learning that when they reread a book they can learn more about the author’s 

message (what the author is trying to teach them).  Readers are not only reading the picture, they 

will also learn to notice the words in their texts and think about what they might say. Moreover, stu-

dents will continue to work on having their reading match the characters and their feelings. During 

November, we will be moving into Unit 2 where the children will learn all about their reading “Super 

Powers”! 

Writer’s Workshop:  “We Are All Writers”  Writers are learning how to write all they know about a 

topic beyond a single page.  As students are ready, they will label their pictures by writing beginning 

sounds or by stretching out the sounds they hear to write a word and eventually a sentence or two.  

Students will be spelling most words phonetically, writing down the letters that correspond to the 

sounds they hear in a given word.  

   

 

Math 

1,2,3 WHAT NUMBER DO YOU SEE?  In Math, we have been exploring our sense of numbers us-

ing fun-filled activities.  Our Kindergarten classrooms are using a variety of tools to understand 

numbers better.  By the end of this month students should be able to count up to 10 objects, and 

write and represent numbers 0-10.   

By the end of kindergarten students need to be able to  

          *Count objects to 20           *Say numbers in order to 100               *Write numbers 0-20 

*Pair objects with a number     *Compare groups of objects (greater than, less than and equal to) 
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Kindergarten Cont: 
Number Practice for home:  Write numbers 1-20 on index cards.  Have your child name the num-

ber.  Then ask your child to place that number of pennies, buttons, cereal, etc. on the card.  Ask 

your child to compare 2 numbers using math vocabulary: greater than, less than, or equal to.  In ad-

dition, shuffle the index cards and have your child place them in correct numerical order.  

     

Other News:  

Our trip to Foster Farm was Fantastic! What a great place to explore 

hands on, the signs of fall.  How does a pumpkin grow?  Why are all the 

leaves turning orange, yellow, and red?  We hope our field trip and 

classroom lessons inspire your child to explore the world around them 

and have “I wonder…” conversations and questions at home.  

The students also learned about fire safety with a little help from our lo-

cal Eighth Utilities Fire Department.  The firefighters conducted an outdoor demonstration on how 

real life fire equipment is used to help keep us safe. 

 

 

Reminders/Upcoming Events:   

 No School :  Nov. 5
th

, Nov. 11
th

, Nov. 28
th

 and Nov. 29
th

  

 ½ days: 11/13, 11/14,  11/15 and 11/27 

 Conferences/Early Dismissal days : Nov. 13
th

, Nov. 14
th

 and Nov. 15
th

  

 Please practice the following routines with your child:  

 Teach your child to zip/button/tie his or her jacket, pants, or shoes.   

  Review and empty your child’s school work from his/her folder daily. 

  Remember to send in a note to excuse your child’s absence. 

  Reading Nightly (at least 10 minutes of you reading to your child) 

  Complete home-practice/ homework together 

 Puffs (Tissue-paper), are a welcome Donation in our Kindergarten classroom 
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First Grade:  
First graders have been working really hard and are learning a many interesting things.  

In Reader’s Workshop, students are continuing to read independently or with partners and are 

beginning to read in small “guided reading groups”. We have been teaching the children to 

think about the book cover, pictures and story line to make good predictions while reading.  

The focus has also been on learning to decode and spell words by saying and writing one 

sound at a time, working on punctuation and short vowels.   

  

 In Math Workshop, we will continue working on addition and subtraction facts, and 

counting on to add.  We now have a separate time to work on fact fluency (math facts).  We 

began working with manipulatives to understand strategies beginning with plus and minus 

one. We will continue to build on mastering facts from 0-10 and becoming exposed to facts up 

to twenty. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Writer's Workshop, writers meet for a mini-lesson with the class and then they are 

given the opportunity to practice the skills they learned. Teachers are then able to confer with 

students as they are writing. The first of the three units is called Small Moments. Small mo-

ments are things that you do or that have happened to you.  Some examples are tripping out-

side or the doorbell ringing at home. Writers then take this small moment and stretch it out 

across three pages. Ask your writer what they have written about in their writer’s folders. 

  

In Social Thinking, we are reviewing lessons from last year. We just finished “Thinking 

Thoughts and Feeling Feelings”. Our goal is to adapt our behaviors to keep others feeling 

comfortable and having good thoughts about sharing space with us, which ultimately keeps us 

feeling comfortable too. 

 

We wish you all a wonderful fall season – and hope you have time to enjoy the beauti-

ful colors, the nice weather and some favorite fall activities together. 
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Second Grade:  

 
The second grade teachers have completed an individual assessment with each student to determine their 
current reading level.  We have now grouped together students with similar needs for guided reading 
groups and strategy groups. Students are learning strategies to use before, during, and after reading.  Stu-
dents are previewing their “just right” books to decide how the book should be read.  What will the charac-
ters sound like? They are also practicing running their eyes across the words on the page to scoop up larger 
phrases to increase reading fluency.  In addition to this, they are also using a variety of strategies to help 
them read tricky words.  For instance, read the word part by part, look for a smaller word within a word, and 
use vowel teams.  These strategies will improve understanding of the text. 

 

Students are learning how to write small moment stories with a beginning, middle, and end.  Students are 
learning how to magnify their small moment with powerful words and imagery to make their stories more 
interesting to read. They have also begun learning to edit their stories for grammar, spelling, and punctua-
tion. We will be publishing our stories and celebrating soon! 

 

In Math, the students are reviewing the concepts of addition and subtraction. Students have been learning 
different strategies to fluently add and subtract numbers within 20. Students are practicing strategies such 
as doubles, near doubles and how to make ten. We will have timed 0 – 20 addition and subtraction tests.  
The facts should be mastered by May. The children also will have many opportunities to apply and extend 
their understanding of the two operations as they solve a variety of word problems.   

 

October was Fire Safety Month. Students learned about how to stay safe during a fire.  Here is a list of fire 
safety strategies: 

In the event of a fire:  Get out fast!  Crawl so that you will be under the smoke.  Yell, “Fire, Fire!” to alert 
others.  Test each door with the back of your hand before attempting to open it. 

What to do if your clothing catches fire:  Stop and shout, “Help!”  Drop to the floor and cover your face.  
Roll around to put out the flames. 

Be Prepared:  Install smoke detectors and be sure to check them every month.  Plan a fire escape route 
and practice it with your family.  Agree on an out-
side meeting place.  Remember to call 911! 

About matches and lighters:  Stay away from matches 
and lighters.  If you see matches or a lighter, tell an 
adult. 

 

F.Y.I.  Homework 

Parents, please be sure that your child is reading and practicing their math facts at home every night.  They 
may choose to read by themselves, with a sibling or parent, or with someone special.  Furthermore have 
them share some of the strategies mentioned above and they can write down which strategies they used to 
talk about them when they are  done reading. (Stop & Jot) Remember, the more students read, the smarter 
they will be!! 
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Third Grade: 
Reading-Unit 1: Building a Reading Life 

In our reading unit, we are focused on expanding our individual reading strengths by reading as if books are gold and ex-

periencing reading as an enjoyable experience and not a task. In order to enjoy reading, students are finding books that are within 

their reading level and they are allowed ample time to enjoy the experience of reading either independently or with the company 

of partners. As students keep track of their reading with their daily log, together we can track progress and set goals to increase 

reading stamina and grow as readers. Each grade 3 classroom has a bountiful library of books. Each class also has a weekly book 

exchange at the school library. These library experiences allow our students to understand where to find books and share them 

with friends to enjoy.  

     While enjoying reading, we will focus on checking for comprehension to make sure that stories make sense and to use problem 

solving strategies when the meaning breaks down. Students will be encouraged to ask themselves self monitoring questions, to 

follow story clues to understand meaning and to tackle pronunciation of words while reading through lots of teacher modeling.  

To make higher level predictions, students will learn to use common story structure, clues about what has already hap-

pened, and the previous actions of the characters in the story.  They must also be able to support their predictions with these 

pieces of information orally and in writing.  

Students have also been studying hard about the components of a quality summary/retelling. They know to include a 

description of the main character and the big problem when summing up the story. Next, they are practicing being able to tell  the 

main events in order, while leaving out all of the interesting but unimportant details. Lastly, they are becoming able to tell about 

how the solution to the problem was reached, how the characters changed in the story, or even the lesson that the author intend-

ed on teaching to wrap up their summary. 

Writing- Unit 1: Crafting True Stories 

 Our third graders have been truly transforming themselves as writers already this year. After brainstorming and listing 

small moments/memories from their real lives, they have truly started developing their writing voices by grabbing the reader’s 

interest with an entertaining lead, telling their story bit-by-bit, and stretching the main event by adding in dialogue, sensory de-

tails, and feelings/thoughts. Don’t be surprised if your scholar starts using colorful language in everyday conversations at home, 

because they are getting lots of practice every day at school. 

 Aside from these skills, our writers are beginning to organize their writing with paragraphs, writing long and filling pages 

with their stories, and using strategies to tackle more complex and descriptive vocabulary. We are all excited to show what we 

have learned on our upcoming district writing prompt! 

Mathematics- Unit 1: Understanding Multiplication and Division 

In mathematics, our third graders are exploring the new territory of multiplication and division. In multiplication we have 

learned that we can combine equal groups to make a total. We have also been learning the many ways to represent that action, 

such as repeated addition, arrays, and jumps on a number line. In class, we have been using learning tools and patterns to help us 

understand and analyze our multiplication work. 

From there, we have introduced division as sharing a total of items equally into groups or the inverse of multiplication. 

We have represented division in arrays, jumps backward on a numberline and repeated subtraction. 

Social Learning- Unit 1: Social Detective 

In our first unit, we have become social detectives, noticing our thoughts about what other people do and say and won-

dering how what we do and say affects the thoughts of others. We have also,talked about expected versus unexpected behaviors 

in various situations, in and out of school and how they cause comfortable or uncomfortable feelings for those around us. 

Beyond that, we have discussed behaviors for learning like having your body in the group, whole body listening, and having a 

shared thought bubble. Please feel free to talk about these concepts at home and use this common language when practicing so-

cial detective work at home!              
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Fourth Grade: 
October was very busy for fourth grade! We continued with our 

Reader’s Workshop and students are currently analyzing characters to iden-

tify their traits and feelings. Students have built their stamina and are now 

reading for longer periods of time. Please make sure students are reading at 

least 20 minutes every night. Ask your child how they are enjoying Tiger Ris-

ing!   

 In Writing, students are working on their personal narratives. We 

have come up with ideas, developed characters, and plotted a story line. Ask 

your child what their story is about!   

 

In Math, we have finished our second topic on adding and subtracting with larger numbers.  

Our next topic will be multiplying and dividing multi-digit numbers by one-digit numbers.  Knowing 

the basic facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) will be very important moving for-

ward.  Please continue to have students practice these basic facts at home.  Students can practice 

using flashcards as well as online through MobyMax.com or Xtramath.org.  Have your child show off 

some of the strategies they have learned! 

 

In Social Thinking, students are still working on being “social detectives” and using their tool 

box (their eyes, ears, brain and heart) to think about how others feel based on their own actions or 

words. We have also been talking about how these actions and words create ‘social memories’ - 

lasting impressions on the people around us.  Ask your child what they have been doing to create 

positive social memories!   

 

 

Chorus sessions have started.  Students have been meeting once every six day rotation.  Have 

your child sing one of the songs they do at chorus. 

 

We hope that you and your child have had a great start to fourth grade. Please feel free to 

contact us at any time. Our emails are listed below! We look forward to seeing you at conferences 

in November.  

Miss Golino tgolino@mpspride.org Miss Bengtson abengtson@mpspride.org  

Mrs. Huggins khuggins@mpspride.org Mrs. Blundo rbrini@mpspride.org  

Mrs. Gatmaitan b25rgatm@mpspride.org 

mailto:tgolino@mpspride.org
mailto:abengtson@mpspride.org
mailto:khuggins@mpspride.org
mailto:rbrini@mpspride.org
mailto:b25rgatm@mpspride.org
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Art News 

                                                                                          

 

  2nd-continued studying the work of Paul Klee and created a collage using a square piece of 
paper and cutting it into ½, ¼, ⅓  to create a variety of geometric shapes  from one square. 

  Ask your child/ren what they did in art today. 

What did you use to make it? 

Did they  learn about an artist? 

They might surprise you! 

  

Again, if you have any comments,  concerns or suggestions, please feel free to contact me at 
anytime. 

lnelson@mpspride.org 

  

Thank you, 

Mrs. Nelson 

K- Students  drew a  line and turned it  into geo-
metric shape on primary colored paper. After 
watching birds on a wire, the children cut these 
shapes and turned them into birds sitting on a wire 
collage! 

3rd -Students  learned how to draw a realistic 
pumpkin and then paint it in the style of Japa-
nese artist Yayoi Kusama.

 

1st   Triangle or square teeth? Round or oval 
eyes? Rectangles for hair? Hmmmm. Students 
showed their  creativity with this project and had 
so much fun! 

 

4th Students are  in the preliminary stages of de-
signing and illustrating a poster that conveys the 
importance of fire safety for the annual Fire Pre-
vention Contest 
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Art News Cont… 

                                                                                         

 

     

K- My students are making paper sculptures that 
illustrate the relationship secondary and primary 
colors have to each other. 

 

3rd -Third graders have been studying the histori-
cal art of illuminated letters and have been craft-
ing one for themselves. 

 

1st  My students, like Mrs Nelson’s students, 
were  introduced to the  African American female 
artist Alma Thompson.  Inspired by her radial 
patterns, students are creating their own radial 
design. 

 

4th My fourth graders have been exploring the 
element and effect of negative space to create 
name totem designs. 

 

2nd-Like Mrs. Nelson’s classes, my classes have 

been studying the work of Paul Klee. The new 
school year has brought many new faces and 
names and these Paul Klee inspired works served 
as a great way to learn each other's names. 

 

If you have any further questions, com-
ments, or concerns you can email me 
ddavies@mpspride.org 



 11 

    Music Notes! 

 

Music classes are well under way! 

In October:  

Grade 4 students worked hard on keeping the beat to music, and being able to feel the music when playing a cup 

game to Tito Puente’s “Oye Como Va”.  The students had a great time learning the pattern with cups 

and trying it with the music! 

-They also were continuing their work with rhythm patterns (both old and new) and beginning more 

in depth work with tonal patterns (mi, re, and do). 

-Fourth grade also started chorus rehearsals!  We have been quite impressed with their enthusiasm and talent. 

-A SongShare will be taking place on December 16th.  

More information to follow. 

Grade 3 students worked on keeping the beat, and staying steady throughout the length of a composition. 

-Students experienced a variety of  musical activities including singing by themselves or with a friend, singing rounds 

(ask your child to sing you one of the Donkey songs), clapping rounds, rhythm work, rhythm games, and using small 

percussion instruments. 

Third graders are also getting ready for the song share in December! 

Grade 2 students worked on improving their beat skills and rhythmic skills.  They continued to speak and create new 

patterns. They tried playing patterns on small percussion instruments. 

They have been using their singing voices and learning to find their high voice in a pleasing tone.  

-They have also begun preparing a song and a movement activity for the December song share.  (Ask them about 

Footprints in the Snow.) 

 

Grade 1 students had many musical experiences.  They continued to work on keeping a steady beat. They might tap 

it or move around to it.  They have been singing with Augustus Corn and Ma’iingan and taking solo turns as well!! 

Students have been singing echo songs and movement songs such as OH, My No More Pie and Oh My Aunt Came 

Back. Students have also been moving through circle movement games and circle dances.  

-They have also begun preparing a song and a movement activity for the December song share.  (Ask them about 

Snowing Cats and Dogs)  

 

Kindergarten students learned how to keep a steady beat, move to music, use their singing voices and have fun in 

music class! They have been singing with Augustus Corn and Ma’iingan. Students explored their voices in many ways 

including vocal exploration stories, echo songs, and solo singing.  

Students also experienced playing classroom instruments such as sand blocks, frog guiro, egg shak-

ers, and hand drums. -They have also begun preparing a song and a movement activity for the De-

cember song share.  (Ask them about Mittens and Gloves)  

Musically, Mrs. Bundy and Mrs. Dickinson  
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November Physical Education News 

 For this month, students will be completing a work out unit that included the CT Fitness Assessment 
as well as weight lifting with dumbbells.  For the remainder of the month students will be learning 
about floor hockey. Please remind your students to wear sneakers on gym days! 

 

-Mr. Dziavit & Mrs. Bianchi 
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STEM News 

Science Fair 

Over 50 students have registered to participate in the Waddell Science Fair 
and Invention Convention this year. It will be held on the evening of Thurs-
day, February 20, 2020. STEM Specialists have introduced students to the op-
tions for projects: invention and investigation. (Note: Models will not be 
judged this year and that option is only open to kindergarten and first grade 
students). Please contact your STEM Specialist if your child needs help or if 
you would like advice on how to coach them.  

 

Kindergarten 

Students in kindergarten continued to explore with their senses, focusing on how scientists make observations. 
They are learning to use properties such as shape, color, patterns, texture and size to describe what they no-
tice. For example, they used their sense of touch by reaching into a bag and describing what the felt. Next, 
they tried to draw a model of what they guessed was in the bag. Students also shook plastic eggs to guess what 
they heard inside the egg. Ask your student: What are their five senses and was it hard to guess what was in 
the plastic egg only using their sense of hearing?  
 

1st Grade  
As first graders continued to explore light, they discovered that it is blocked by opaque objects and passes 
through transparent objects. They have learned that in order to make a shadow, an object has to be opaque. 
We have spent a lot of time focussing our learning on why shadows change throughout the day and connected 
that to the earth’s rotation.  Ask your student: Why does the sun appear to be moving across the sky over the 
course of the day? 
 

2nd Grade  
Second graders are learning how to design an investigation. We worked in small groups to design a fair test 
that they could conduct in the classroom. Students took questions from their initial exploration of ice balloons, 
changed one variable of their choice and tested how the variable changed how the ice melted. Through this 
simple experiment, we were introduced to several scientific processes, including asking questions, creating 
models, designing and carrying out investigations, collecting data and communicating the results. Ask your 
student: Why do we only change one variable in an investigation? 
 

3rd Grade 

Third grade scientists have been learning about heredity and how traits are passed down. We started off the 
unit by looking at Mrs. Knight’s and Ms. DeSantis’ families. Students talked about the similarities and traits 
that were passed down. Many students discussed how they look like someone in their family. We then looked 
at different animals and saw how traits were passed down in animals too. Afterwards, we looked at Ms. De-
Santis’ dog, Chloe, who is a mixed breed dog. Students drew what they thought her parents look like based on 
a picture they were shown of her. This brought up a lot of great conversation about the traits they observed! 
The Audubon Field trip has been rescheduled to November 25th and 26th and we will be sending out new per-
mission slips and waivers.  
 

4th Grade 

Fourth grade has been learning about the structure of animals and how these structures allow the animal to 
survive and grow. We spent a great deal of time looking at light and the human eye, connecting it to how our 
responses are generally how we take in the most information. They’ve also learned that animals use their sens-
es to process the information and respond in different ways, such as how to react when they see a predator or 
prey. We will be wrapping up structure and function of animals and plants by December. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Waddell Library Media Center 

Ms. Torres, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Staves 

  

Thank you to everyone who sent in book character pumpkins!  

Here are just a few pictures of the book characters that made an appearance in 
our library! Can you guess which book they are from? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

  
  

 
  

Kindergarten: Pete the Cat The First Thanksgiving by James Dean 

  

1st grade: Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving by Dav Pilkey 

  

2nd grade: Mercy Watson Series 

  

3rd grade: Matilda by Roald Dahl 
  

4th grade: Stuart Little by E.B. White 

  

Visit our library web page! Click the link and choose Waddell. https://
destiny.mpspride.org/ 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/
https://destiny.mpspride.org/
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